


































































































Luzula campestre

Field wood-rush

Luzula pilosa

Hairy wood-rush

Lysimachia nemorum

Yellow pimpernel

Lysimachia nummularia Creeping jenny
Melampyrum pratense Cow wheat
Melica uniflora Wood melick

Mercurialis perennis

Dog’s mercury

Oxalis acetosella

Wood sorrel

Plantego lanceolata

Ribwort plantain

Potentilla reptans

Creeping buttercup

Potentilla sterilis

Barren strawberry

Primula vulgaris Primrose
Prunella vulgaris Self-heal
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks

Ranunculus ficaria

Lesser celandine

Ranunculus flammula

Lesser spearwort

Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup
Rubus fruticosus Bramble
Rumex conglomeratus Sharp dock

Rumex obtusifolius

Broad-leaved dock

Sanicula europaea

Sanicle

Scrophularia nodosa

Figwort

Silene dioica

Red campion

Stachys sylvatica

Hedge woundwort

Stellaria holostea

Greater stitchwort

Stellaria media Chickweed

Succisa pratensis Devil’s bit scabious
Tamus communis Black bryony
Taraxacum officinale Dandelion

Urtica dioica Stinging nettle

Valeriana dioica

Marsh valerian

Veronica chamaedrys

Germander speedwell

Veronica montana

Wood speedwell

Veronical serpyllifolia

Thyme-leaved speedwell

Vicia sepium

Bush vetch

Viola reichenbachiana

Pale wood violet

Viola riviniana

Dog violet




SPECIAL FEATURES APPLICABLE TO ALL COMPARTMENTS

GREAT WOOD, SLOUGH BREAST, LITTLE WOOD,

BLACKPOOL WOOD.

FEATURE COMMENT

Bluebell Generally confined to ancient woodlands.
Britain’s woodlands support 20% of the global
population of this species. Listed in the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan as a species requiring
special attention.

Herb Paris These, in varying combinations are all good

Broad leaved helleborine
Meadow saffron
Twayblade

Early purple orchid
Common spotted orchid
Moschatel

Yellow archangel

Sweet woodruff

Sanicle

Soft shield fern

ancient woodland indicator species. Herb paris
is confined to woodlands and is therefore a very
valuable indicator. Many of the other species are
found in other habitats eg. hedge banks, river and
stream banks. When they occur together, as is
the case here, they indicate a site which has
always supported woodland, as far as records can
tell ie. ancient woodland.

Wild service tree
Small-leaved lime

These 2 species of tree indicate an ancient
woodland site. Small-leaved lime rarely sets
viable seed today so many of the stools or trees
which now occur are very old.

Dormouse

Protected under the 1981 Wildlife & Countryside
Act. It requires a diversity of tree and shrub
species in order to feed. Honeysuckle is
important both for feeding and nest building.
Herefordshire is a stronghold for this species.

Song thrush

There has been a 50% decline in the breeding
population in the last 25 years.

Woodcock

There has been a 50% decline in breeding
population in the last 25 years. Now very
localised as a breeding species.

Goshawk

Has been identified in the wood in previous years.
Protected species.

Buzzard

Protected species.

Silver-washed fritillary

Known to occur in the wood. Food plant violet.




SPECIAL FEATURES OF WOODLAND COMPARTMENTS

GREAT WOOD, SLOUGH BREAST, LITTLE WOOD,

BLACKPOOL WOOD.

Compartment and notable feature

Comment

Cpt. 3
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland

Old pollard oak and oak standards

Older trees have high invertebrate value.

Cpt. 4

Alder-Stinging nettle Woodland
Alder-Ash-Yellow Pimpernel Woodland
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland

Nettle-leaved bellflower

Herb Paris

Good woodland flora along the stream side
particularly ancient woodland species.

Rare in the County.

Only occurs very locally in the county.
Ancient woodland indicator.

Cpt. §

Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland
Oak-Bracken-Bramble Woodland

Notable standard oaks.
Cow wheat

Notable flora beneath thinned oaks

Older trees have high invertebrate value.

Only occurs locally in the county. Likes the more
acid conditions on upper parts of the wood.
Includes the above and a range of species with an
affinity towards poorer soils.

Cpt. 6
Qak-Bracken-Bramble Woodland

Supports species which are suited to slightly
more acid conditions.

Cpt. 7

Alder-Ash-Yellow Pimpernel Woodland
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland
Oak-Bracken-Bramble Woodland

Large small-leaved lime coppice stools
Wych elm coppice

Substantial tufa deposits along stream and
notable at small waterfall

Notable ancient woodland flora especially along
stream side.

Ancient woodland species.

A good indication of limy conditions.




Cpt. 8

Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland
Small leaved lime and wild service trees.
Contains a wet flush area with alder and

pendulous sedge.
Good ancient woodland flora.

Ancient woodland species.

Cpt. 9
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland

Notable small-leaved lime and wild service trees
especially on boundaries.

Wet depression with stream at southern end.
Good ancient woodland flora.

Ancient woodland species - of historical
significance.

Cpt. 10
Alder -Ash-Yellow Pimpernel Woodland
Smali-[eaved lime and boundary oaks.

Badger sett.

Ancient woodland species - of historical
significance.
On northern boundary.

Cpt. 11
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland

Small-leaved lime and wild service trees.
Notable ancient woodland flora.

Ancient woodland species.

Cpt. 12

Oak-Bracken-Bramble Woodland
Ash-Field Maple-Dog’s Mercury Woodland

Contains a number of notable trees, many of
which are very large or boundary trees - oak,
small-leaved lime, wild service and wych elm.

Rich flora including common spotted orchid,
devil’s bit scabious and lesser spearwort in the
wet areas. Cow wheat in the dry sections.

Ancient woodland species, high invertebrate
interest and of historical value.




MONITORING, TARGETS AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

TARGETS

The survey has revealed that the woodlands support a range of habitat types - the damper streamside
communities, the slightly drier ash dominated community and the drier oak community. Within each
of these, additional features also add diversity - the rides and glades and the small wet depressions.
Fach different woodland habitat type has slightly different communities of species, both animal and
plant associated with it. Some species have been under-recorded e.g. invertebrates, mosses,
liverworts, fungi and lichens. This is because either the weather was poor which made survey
impossible or the groups require very specialist attention e.g. fungi, beetles.

An overall target should be to maintain and enhance the ancient semi-natural woodland communities
which exist in the woodlands through restoration of traditional management practices where
appropriate (coppice with standards) and thinning and selective felling within areas of high forest.
This will improve the structural diversity within the woodlands.

A second target to maintain and enhance the diversity of habitats within the woodlands will allow
features such as streams, wet flushes, veteran trees, glades and rides to be preserved. Management for
these areas may involve fine tuning the overall target ¢.g. some of the streamside species show a
preference for shade or dappled light and therefore felling in large coupes would not be appropriate.
However some of the rides and glades are now very shaded and opening out would greatly enhance
wildlife associated with these e.g. butterflies and rideside flowers.

MONITORING AND PERFORMANCE INDICATORS

In order to assess whether management is achieving the targets it is necessary to set performance
indicators or carry out monitoring. The following techniques may be employed:-

1. Entomological.

Butterfly Transects - this involves timed walks along set routes annually and should include rides,
glades and areas of coppice.

Other groups could be surveyed initially and their fortunes monitored by occasional repeat surveys.
2. Ornithological.

Bird population monitoring could be undertaken using the Common Birds Census technique. The
local Ornithologist Club may well help with this. This would provide valuable information

particularly when the structural diversity of the wood is increased.

A nest box scheme could be set up (this would only provide information about a restricted range of
bird species).

3. Mammal
Dormouse Monitoring -this could be undertaken on an annual or biennial basis. 1t involves counts of

gnawed hazel nuts within quadrats. The presence of other species e.g. yellow-necked mice, polecats
could be monitored by periodical trapping.























